
Estates and 
Facilities
Energy use (gas and electricity) is responsible for about 25% of the SEL 
ICS non-clinical emissions for primary care (see Figure 2). This is about 
7,500 tonnes CO2 a year.

The data for energy use within general practice in SEL was collected 
from Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) and Display Energy 
Certificates (DECs) from the UK Government website. These certificates 
provide information on building floor space, by kWh/m2/year for 
electricity and by kg CO2/m2/year, and kg CO2/year for gas usage. 

Of the 241 practices (including branch practices) within the SEL ICS, 103 
practices either had an EPC, a DEC, or both. These represent 43% of the 
practices within the ICS.

Based on this sample, the emissions from energy use for general 
practices in SEL ICS are around 7,521 tonnes CO2 per year. In Figure 5, 
a percentile graph shows the distribution of kgCO2e/m2/year within the 
sample.
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Figure 5: Percentiles of the emissions per floor space per 
year of the 103 practices in SEL ICS with emissions data.
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Achievements so far

• A carbon footprint for the primary care estate has been undertaken 
for the first time in SEL. This will form a baseline for the monitoring of 
progress on carbon reduction and help identify carbon ‘hotspots’ where 
we can have the greatest impact on carbon reduction. Table 2 shows 
the practices in SEL ICS with the lowest emissions.
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Percentiles use a scale of 100 to represent the distribution of data points 
in ascending order. In Figure 5, the distribution of the emissions per 
floorspace per practice in SEL ICS is shown. The 100th percentile (right side 
of Figure 5) is the practice with the most energy use per m2 per year. The 
1st percentile (left side of Figure 5) is the practice with the lowest energy 
use per m2 per year. 

The 50th percentile is the midpoint of the data in ascending order. Based 
on a smaller sample size, median electricity use is 65 kWh/m2/year, and gas 
is 134 kWh/m2/year. Practices can use this information to determine if they 
are above or below the median value for general practices in SEL ICS.

Practice/Branch Name Emissions per 
floorspace per year 

(kgCO2/m2/year)

Bromley Common Practice (G84024) 13.20

The Old Dairy Health Centre (G85706) 13.79

Clapham Park Group Practice (G85109) 15.24

Royal Arsenal PMS (G83016) 22.73

St John’s Medical Centre (G85038) 31.90

Palace Road Surgery (G85041) 33.74

Woolstone Medical Centre G85061) 34.22

Wallace Health Centre (branch surgery of Burney 
Street PMS)

35.90

The Vale Medical Centre (G85696) 37.15

Bexley Group practice (G83028) 41.97

Table 2: The 10 practices in SEL ICS with the lowest emissions per metre 
of floorspace based on publicly available EPCs and DECs.
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Commitment

• We will run energy-efficient premises supplied by 100% renewable 
energy. 

• Measuring the baseline energy use within practices to see if individual 
practices are above or below average energy users, while supporting 
practices with actions to reduce estates-related emissions.

Aims Actions

To review the 
support and 
infrastructure 
available from 
estates teams to 
increase energy 
efficiency in 
primary care

SEL ICS to support practices to engage with key estates managers 
and landlords to increase energy efficiency.

Incorporate sustainability into Estates surveys and subsequent delivery 
and response.

To measure 
energy use 
within individual 
practices

Identify a baseline for each practice by recording annual consumption 
(e.g., kWh/m2/year) from practice-level energy bills and comparing 
energy usage among practices (Figure 5).

Install smart meters, and/or recording equipment specific to energy 
use.

Overall aims and actions for the next 3 years: Estates and Facilities

Priorities for Year 1
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Aims Actions

To develop 
tailored energy-
efficiency actions 
across general 
practices in SEL 
ICS according 
to their specific 
needs and 
circumstances

Identify appropriate energy-efficiency actions for individual 
practices, considering the options available and practicable, such 
as ‘Make every kWh count’ (covering energy-saving measures 
such as improving building fabric), assessing the efficiency of 
equipment (through monitoring, servicing and maintenance), or 
making preparations for non-fossil fuel heating. Local resource 
available: Practice Decarbonisation guide created by SEE 
Sustainability for SEL ICS primary care premises.

To purchase 
electricity from 
a renewable 
electricity supplier

Where possible, general practices to change their electricity 
supplier to one that is a 100% renewable supplier.

To explore the 
potential for 
electricity self-
generation 
at individual 
practices

Individual general practices with the capacity to explore 
opportunities for installing the means for electricity self-
generation (e.g., solar photo-voltaic panels or wind turbines).

Overall aims and actions for the next 3 years: Estates and Facilities
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https://selondonccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/SEL-ICS-Decarbonising-primary-care-guide.pdf

