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Does the patient 
have known 

contraindications?  
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Patient Decision Aid to support the review of patients following the updated MHRA advice 
on the AstraZeneca (AZ) Covid-19 vaccine and the risk of blood clotting 

 
Adults aged 39 and under 
awaiting their 1st dose of a 
Covid-19 vaccine without 

underlying health 
conditions  

Adults aged 39 and 
under who have 

received a first dose 
of the AZ vaccine 

Adults aged 40 and 
over, who are 

having their first or 
second dose of the 

AZ vaccine  

Patients of any age who are pregnant  

 Offer an 
alternative 

vaccine 
when 

eligible and 
advise 

there may 
be a delay 

In the absence of a 
suitable alternative 
being available; if 

individual remains at 
high risk of COVID-19 

because they are obese 
(BMI >30) OR over 30 

years of age, male, 
from certain minority 

ethnic backgrounds, in 
occupations at high risk 

of exposure  

Discuss risk versus benefits and 
contraindications (Box 1) to AZ. Does the 

patient agree to have the AZ vaccine?  

Document on Pinnacle that a full conversation has been undertaken and 
the patient has been provided with sufficient information for them to give 

informed consent to vaccination. Proceed with the AZ vaccination. 

Discuss with 

Clinical 
Lead/GP. 

Using RCOG 
and RCM 

decision tool 
Should receive 

alternative 
vaccine  

No to all 

 

Should 

receive 
alternative 

vaccine  

 

Yes  No  

Yes, to any 

of these 

Yes, to 
any of 

these 

 

No to 
all 

 

 

Proceed 

with AZ 
vaccination 
in line with 

NHSE FAQ  

Adults aged 39 and under awaiting 
their 1st dose of a Covid-19 vaccine 
with underlying health conditions 

putting them at higher risk of 
severe COVID-19 disease (page 3) 

Offer 
vaccination with 

any of the 
available 

vaccines, unless 
contra-indicated 

 

Does the patient have 
known contraindications? 

(Box 1) 
 

Box 1-Contraindications to the AZ vaccine 

• Hypersensitivity to the active substance or to any of the excipients  

• History of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia and thrombosis (HITT or HIT 
type 2). 

• History of major venous and/or arterial thrombosis occurring with 
thrombocytopenia following vaccination with any COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Individuals who have previously experienced episodes of capillary leak 
syndrome. 

Awaiting first 
dose 

Should 
receive 

Pfizer or 

Moderna 
vaccine 

Patient has received 

first dose of AZ vaccine 

Does the patient have 
known 

contraindications (Box 
1)/ experience any 

serious side effects? 
 

Proceed 

with AZ 
vaccination  

No to all Yes, to any 

of these 

Discuss 

with 
Clinical 

Lead/GP  

Proceed with 
AZ vaccination  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/976880/PHE_COVID-19_AZ_vaccination_guide.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-02-24-combined-info-sheet-and-decision-aid.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-02-24-combined-info-sheet-and-decision-aid.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-02-24-combined-info-sheet-and-decision-aid.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/04/C1249-faqs-mhra-and-jcvi-guidance-on-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-and-very-rare-clotting-disorders.pdf
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Managing Suspected Adverse Effects with Oxford/Astra-Zeneca COVID-19 Vaccination in South East 
London. 

The MHRA have published new advice. The benefits of administering covid-19 vaccinations continue to outweigh 
the risks of potential side effects, however as a precautionary measure, anyone who has symptoms four days or 
more after vaccination is advised to seek prompt medical advice, such as: 

• a new onset of severe or persistent headache, blurred vision, confusion or seizures 

• develop shortness of breath, chest pain, leg swelling or persistent abdominal pain 

• unusual skin bruising or pinpoint round spots beyond the injection site 

Referral pathways and action to take:  The MHRA states that the reported clots following the first AZ Covid-19 
vaccination dose have been associated with a low platelet count, so please check full blood count (FBC) in any 
patient with suspected adverse effects. 

For a confirmed DVT and confirmed PE: Urgent referral to the thrombosis team (follow local pathways). 

For a suspected CVST: If clinical signs are present such as a severe headache and neurological signs refer the 
patient to your local emergency department and for all suspected strokes dial 999.  For mild to moderate 
headaches, please check FBC and, if platelets are low and/or D-Dimer is high, please refer to your local emergency 
department. 

Please continue to report anyone who suspects they have experienced a side effect linked with their COVID-19 
vaccine to the Coronavirus Yellow Card website. 

Local SEL anticoagulation contact emails if you require further advice: 

• For UHL: LH.Anticoagulation@nhs.net   

• For QEH: LG.QEAnticoagulant@nhs.net  

• For PRUH: kch-tr.br-anticoag@nhs.net    

• For KCH: kch-tr.dh-anticoag@nhs.net  

• For GSTT: gst-tr.anticoag@nhs.net  
 

Please see the link to the RCGP guidance for further information if needed.  
 

Key counselling points to provide to patients: 

• The UK vaccination programme has been very successful, with over 34 million people vaccinated and 6,000 
lives saved. However there have been some reports of a very rare condition involving blood clots. Although 
extremely rare, there appears to be a higher risk in people shortly after the first dose of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine. Around 13.6 people develop this condition for every million doses of AstraZeneca vaccine doses given. 
The incidence after the second dose is 1.3 per million doses and all cases were in patients aged 50 years or 
older. 

• This is seen slightly more often in younger people and tends to occur between 4 days and 2 weeks following 
vaccination. 

• Although serious side effects are very rare, if you experience any of the following from around 4 days to 4 
weeks after vaccination you should seek medical advice urgently: 

o a new, severe headache which is not helped by usual painkillers or is getting worse 

o a headache which seems worse when lying down or bending over 

o an unusual headache that may be accompanied by: 

▪ blurred vision, nausea and vomiting 

▪ difficulty with your speech 

▪ weakness, drowsiness or seizures 

• new, unexplained pinprick bruising or bleeding 

• shortness of breath, chest pain, leg swelling or persistent abdominal pain.  

Please refer to the PHE patient information leaflet for further information.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-issues-new-advice-concluding-a-possible-link-between-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-and-extremely-rare-unlikely-to-occur-blood-clots
https://coronavirus-yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/
mailto:LH.Anticoagulation@nhs.net
mailto:LG.QEAnticoagulant@nhs.net
mailto:kch-tr.br-anticoag@nhs.net
mailto:kch-tr.dh-anticoag@nhs.net
mailto:gst-tr.anticoag@nhs.net
https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/pluginfile.php/166267/mod_resource/content/5/Headaches%20after%20AZ_April%202021_V2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-and-blood-clotting
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JCVI priority groups - patients with underlying health conditions  

• Group 4 - Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (Shielding patients) 

• Group 6 - all individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher 
risk of serious disease and mortality. The main risk groups identified by the Committee are included below: 

▪ Chronic respiratory disease, including chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)  
▪ Cystic fibrosis and severe asthma  
▪ Chronic heart disease (and vascular disease)   
▪ Chronic kidney disease 8   
▪ Chronic liver disease   
▪ Chronic neurological disease including epilepsy   
▪ Down’s syndrome  
▪ Severe and profound learning disability  
▪ Diabetes   
▪ Solid organ, bone marrow and stem cell transplant recipients  
▪ People with specific cancers   
▪ Immunosuppression due to disease or treatment  
▪ Asplenia and splenic dysfunction   
▪ Morbid obesity   
▪ Severe mental illness 

 
Please refer to the following link for further information.   
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/950113/jcvi-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-dec-2020-revised.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/04/c1245-mhra-jcvi-announcement-astrazeneca-vaccine-next-steps.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-blood-clotting-information-for-healthcare-professionals/information-for-healthcare-professionals-on-blood-clotting-following-covid-19-vaccination
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-blood-clotting-information-for-healthcare-professionals/information-for-healthcare-professionals-on-blood-clotting-following-covid-19-vaccination
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-issues-new-advice-concluding-a-possible-link-between-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-and-extremely-rare-unlikely-to-occur-blood-clots
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mhra-issues-new-advice-concluding-a-possible-link-between-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-and-extremely-rare-unlikely-to-occur-blood-clots
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulatory-approval-of-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca/information-for-healthcare-professionals-on-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca
https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-research-services/coronavirus-covid-19-pregnancy-and-womens-health/covid-19-vaccines-and-pregnancy/covid-19-vaccines-pregnancy-and-breastfeeding/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/04/C1249-faqs-mhra-and-jcvi-guidance-on-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-and-very-rare-clotting-disorders.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/04/C1249-faqs-mhra-and-jcvi-guidance-on-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-and-very-rare-clotting-disorders.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/984310/Greenbook_chapter_14a_7May2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-and-blood-clotting/covid-19-vaccination-and-blood-clotting
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https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/12333/smpc#gref

