
Information regarding restarting Breast Screening in South East London 

BACKGROUND: Around 55,200 cases of breast cancer are diagnosed and 11,400 women die from the disease 

each year in the UK.  

The Five Year Cancer Commissioning Strategy for London noted how the city has the lowest coverage and 

uptake for cancer screening. It aims to increase the coverage, uptake and equity of screening (particularly 

breast screening as a priority) by: 

 Increasing public awareness and engagement with cancer screening programmes. 

BENEFITS:   

1. Early Detection better for patients and their GPs 

2. 85.4% of screen detected cancers are stage 1 &2  

62% screen detected cancer is stage 1 with 5 year survival 99.1% 

23.4 % screen detected cancers are stage 2 with 87.6% 5 year survival  

*Lower uptake and survival in lower in areas of deprivation and BAME especially black African community. 

Changes Post COVID: 

1. Open Invitations rather than timed appointments meaning clients need to telephone the central 

admin hub to make an appointment.  RISK They do not make the call  

2. Hard to reach communities are disproportionally disadvantaged  

3. Over 71 year olds can no longer self-refer for screening so they will need to be directed to the 

2WW service if there are concerns 

THE ASK: 

1. Reinforce the benefits of screening and that it is safe to come to screening - Infection control 

procedures adopted to make safe environment  

2. Every Health contact used – GP/ nurse informs and encourages all women over 49 that they may 
receive an invitation and they should call and make an appointment. Attempt to make every 
conversation into an actual appointment for screening, the hub contact number is 0203 758 2024 

3. Identify any patients who may require support to make an appointment and email Gerry Kirby 
(geraldine.kirby@nhs.net) 

4. Display posters and leaflets in waiting areas and on CCG/GP websites 

5. Inform the screening service of any people or communities they feel we should approach to 

encourage them to come for screening and email Gerry Kirby (geraldine.kirby@nhs.net) 

6. Early Referral of > 71 year olds to 2WW service if concerned  

 

RESOURCES TO IMPROVE SCREENING UPTAKE: 

 

1. Good Practice Screening Guide:  

https://www.healthylondon.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Good-Practice-Screening-Guide-

2020.pdf 

2. PHE Reducing Inequalities Strategy: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi

le/816245/PHE_Screening_inequalities_strategy_2018__1_.pdf 

3. Breast Cancer Screening Campaign Resources: 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/31-breast-cancer/resources 

4. Primary Care Screening Webinar:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-wPCQp7cLg&t=82s 
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